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 In the spring of 2002 I 

was part of a small 

group of dedicated 

people discussing the 

mission and vision of a 

new non-profit we 

called Squaw Valley 

Institute. We spent 

much of our time 

scratching our heads 

and brainstorming 

about the kind of programs to create for our 

new organization.  None of us had any 

significant related experience; we had very few 

members, no track record and very little 

recognition. 

So while we struggled in our first few months of 

programming, we clearly and specifically 

decided not to duplicate or compete with any 

existing non-profits and to present a year-round 

variety of programs having artistic, cultural, 

educational and entertainment values. We also 

wanted to offer something special and unique 

to our region. Thus Squaw Valley Institute was 

born.  

It has been wonderful to watch the evolution 

over these eight years from a tiny start up to 

more frequent and exceptional programs.  The 

2009 year was especially noteworthy in the 

quality of programming, having a world-famous 

speaker and receiving growing recognition in 

our region.  Now we start 2010 with, for the 

first time, having an entire year of calendared 

events including two very famous speakers. 

We couƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ 

support of our members and business 

associatesτthank you so much for making it 

possible. 

John Wilcox 

Board President 
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It has been over a year 

since I began working for 

Squaw Valley Institute as 

the executive director and 

I must say it's been an 

amazing experience. We have a dedicated 

group of staff, board members and volunteers 

who make everything we do for the community 

possible. I could not ask for a better team of 

people.  

Additionally, it has become clear 

to me, how valuable our 

programs are to the North Lake 

Tahoe region. In 2009 we 

presented over 30 programs on 

topics such as world affairs, 

science, the environment and 

philanthropy with over 6,000 attendees total. 

We also held oǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ άCŜŀǘǳǊŜ 9ǾŜƴǘέ ǿƛǘƘ 

author and humanitarian, Greg Mortenson in 

Incline Village to two sold out shows with of 

over 650 people per show! Tonight Squaw 

Valley Institute would like to thank YOU for 

helping us make this happen for our 

community.  

 

As you may know, the Institute charges a 

nominal fee at the door for each of our events, 

yet this charge covers less than 20% on average 

of the cost to host each event. The Institute 

subsidizes over 80% on average of every event 

we host through our member program, grants, 

donations and the Toast to Tahoe Skiing. We 

also receive thousands of dollars in donated 

space for our events from the Resort at Squaw 

Creek, The Cedar House Sports Hotel and Plump 

Jack.  Our membership program directly funds 

the additional costs of our programs allowing all 

community members access to incredible 

learning opportunities including children and 

students who are not charged an entrance fee.  

 

Our members receive many benefits for joining 

including access to events, reduced rates for 

special events but more importantly, our 

members, sponsors and donors make the 

cultural events we offer possible for the entire 

community. Altruism is 

defined as the 

deliberate pursuit of the 

interests or welfare of 

others or the public 

interest. It's clear to me 

that those who support 

the Institute are not 

only receiving benefits 

but are in fact giving back to their communities 

as well.  

 

Thank you all for your support over the last 7 

years and the next time you attend a program, 

look around and know you're a part of each 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 

you!  

-Erin Casey, Executive Director  
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ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜΥ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀ ǎƻǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎƘŜŜǊŦǳƭ ōȅ 
nature ƻǊ ŀ ǎƻǳƭ ƳŀŘŜ ŎƘŜŜǊŦǳƭ ōȅ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŀǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦέ 

 

-Frederick Nietzsche 

In 2010, Squaw Valley Institute invites you to cheer your soul with 

programs focusing on the following topics and themes.  

Adventure in Your Backyard:::: 

Lake Tahoe is one of the most amazing regions in the world  with 

opportunities for people of all ages to enjoy anything from skiing 

world class terrain to hiking along one of the longest and most 

incredible trail systems in the world (Pacific 

Crest Trail). Squaw Valley Institute will focus 

on adventure stories taking place in your 

back yard ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ speakers 

inspiring stories as they express their 

version of the Lake Tahoe experience.  

Afghanistan :::: 

After the September 11th attacks in the United States, Afghanistan 

has been front in center among many in Washington, the media and 

of keen interest to the U.S public. With the removal of the Taliban 

and continued efforts to bring stability 

to the country, discussions have ensued 

from Washington all the way to living 

rooms in U.S. homes across the country. 

Squaw Valley Institute will focus on the 

history of conflict in Afghanistan and the progress and setbacks 

encountered over the years. These discussions will also focus on 

humanitarian work efforts in Afghanistan.   

 

 

 

Institute Mission and Vision 

 

Squaw Valley Institute was 

formed in March 2002 with 

encouragement and support 

from local residents, businesses 

and the North Lake Tahoe Resort 

Association. Our vision is to 

enhance the quality of life within 

the unique mountain 

environment of North Lake 

Tahoe and the surrounding 

communities through programs 

ǿƘƛŎƘ άŜƴƭƛƎƘǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴέΦ  
  

Our mission is to offer events 

and activities that; 

ï Have artistic, cultural, 

educational and 

entertainment value 

ï Bring together visitors, 

residents and friends 

ï Foster a sense of 

community 

  

 



 
 

Beyond Borders :::: 

Squaw Valley Institute recognizes the strong 

interest in learning more about issues facing 

not only our local communities but those 

faced by many in the rest of the world. 

Beyond Borders discussions and 

presentations are designed to shed light on worldwide global issues 

such as poverty, global warming, world hunger and other while 

ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ 

beyond the borders of our community to global issues faced by 

billions every day.  

Extraordinary Locals :::: 

The Lake Tahoe region is made special 

not only by the beauty and rich history 

but by the people who live in it. There is 

a tremendous diversity of amazing 

Tahoe locals with inspiring stories to tell and knowledge to share. 

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƴƻƴǇǊƻŦƛǘǎΣ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǊǎΣ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎ 

and more.  Learn more about what inspires your neighbor, your 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƻǊ ȅƻur good friends.  

Film Series :::: 

In 2010 Squaw Valley Institute will provide a variety of 

documentaries focusing on environment, culture, history and more.  

Lifestyle  :::: 

Many people lead extraordinary lives that inspire many of us to 

pursue our dreams and find happiness within ourselves. These 

discussions will feature speakers with amazing life experiences to 

share.  

 

 

 

Institute Initiatives 
 
As a young organization, Squaw 
Valley Institute has only begun to 
explore the service that it can 
offer to the North Lake Tahoe 
community. In the coming year 
alone, we plan to offer programs 
in more locations around the 
Lake and to include more 
interaction in our programming.  
We also have a number of new 
initiatives such as;  
 
-Seminars. When arranging 
speakers, we are acutely aware 
that we benefit from only a tiny 
part of their knowledge as talks 
are restricted to a few hours. We 
are often asked to provide more 
detailed programming, in order 
that participants can better 
explore the fascinating topics on 
which experts present. So, we 
have decided to begin offering 
seminars on issues of wide 
interest, such as the Slow Food 
movement.  
 
-Schools Initiatives. Squaw Valley 
Institute is regularly approached 
by local schools to arrange visits 
by our speakers. As a 
consequence, we have recently 
begun a schools initiative, 
through which we will encourage 
greater attendance at Squaw 
Valley Institute events by 
students and will also provide 
speakers for educational events 
in local schools and colleges.  
 



 
 

Date   Time  Program   Location  

1/28   7:00  Diving in Micronesia  Resort at Squaw Creek 

2/11   7:00  Rivers of a Lost Coast Film Cedar House, Truckee 

2/18   7:00  Exploring Antarctica  Resort at Squaw Creek 

2/2010   7:00  The Kite Runner Film  Resort at Squaw Creek 

3/1   6:00  Living Safe   Resort at Squaw Creek 

3/04   5:30  House of Mondavi  Cedar House, Truckee 

3/11   6:00  Wall of White   Resort at Squaw Creek 

3/26   6:00  My Journey as a Writer Resort at Squaw Creek 

4/10   7:30  SVI Presents Khaled Hosseini Resort at Squaw Creek 

4/29   6:00  Invisible Children Film  Resort at Squaw Creek 

5/2010   8:00  Tapped the Film  Resort at Squaw Creek 

5/6   7:00  The Trans-Siberian Railroad Resort at Squaw Creek 

5/13   7:00  [ŀƪŜ ¢ŀƘƻŜΩǎ CǳǘǳǊŜ  TERC, Incline Village 

6/17   7:00  Changing Range of Light  TERC, Incline Village 

7/2010   8:00  No Impact Man   Resort at Squaw Creek 

8/5   7:00  Tango to Happiness  Cedar House, Truckee 

9/23   7:00  Sustainable Investing  TBD 

9/30   7:00  A Sense of Place   TBD 

10/2010  7:00  Food Inc. the Movie  Resort at Squaw Creek 

11/2010  7:00  Botany of Desire  TBD 

11/13   7:30  SVI Presents Michael Pollan Hyatt Regency, Incline Village 

12/2010  7:00  Mountainfilm on Tour  TBD 

*Dates and times subject to change. Go to www.squawvalleyinstitute.org  for details.  

http://www.squawvalleyinstitute.org/


 
 

 

 

 

 

Rivers of a Lost 

Coast Film  

February 11, 

2010/Film Series 

Cedar House Sport 

Hotel 

Bar opens at 6:30 program begins at 7:00 

At the turn of the 20th Century, a handful of 

pioneers carried their fly rods into California's 

remote north coast and gave birth to a culture 

that would revolutionize their sport. For a select 

few, steelhead fly fishing became an obsessive 

pursuit without compromise.  

Tom Skerritt saw "Rivers of a Lost Coast" as a 

timely representation of our countries 

relationship to nature throughout the 20th 

century. The Emmy award winning actor used 

his refined voice to narrate the documentary. 

Exploring Antarctica with adventurer Doug 

Stoup 

February 18, 2010/Extraordinary Locals 

 Resort at Squaw Creek 

Bar Opens at 6:30 

program begins at 

7:00 

Internationally renowned adventurer Doug 

Stoup will show pictures and video from his 

latest expedition to the Antarctic Peninsula. He 

will be joined by SVI president John Wilcox and 

award winning photographer, Keoki Flagg. Doug 

will discuss his education program and his 

dedication to exploration, discovery and 

education throughout this planet in which we 

live. 

The Kite Runner Film 

February, 2010/Film 

Series 

Resort at Squaw Creek 

Bar opens at 6:30 program 

begins at 7:00 

The Kite Runner is a 2007 film directed by Marc 

Forster based on the novel of the same name 

by Khaled Hosseini. It tells the story of Amir, a 

well-to-do boy from the Wazir Akbar Khan 

district of Kabul, who is tormented by the guilt 

of abandoning his friend Hassan, the son of his 

father's Hazara servant. The story is set against 

a backdrop of tumultuous events, from the fall 

of the monarchy in Afghanistan through the 

Soviet invasion, the mass exodus of refugees to 

Pakistan and the United States, and the Taliban 

regime. 

 

2010 Program Schedule 



 
 

 

Living Safe In A 

Dangerous Worldτ

How Not To Be A 

Crime Victim! 

March 1, 2010 

Resort at Squaw Creek 

Doors open at 5:30 program begins at 6:00 

Byron Walls is a musician, singer, songwriter, 

standup comedian and movie actor. In the old 

days, he opened for Phyllis Diller, Mort Sahl and 

Rosemary Clooney. Byron Walls has given his 

crime prevention talk to over 200,000 people 

and covers subjects such as workplace and 

school violence, ATM crimes, and crime 

prevention techniques on the street. Join Byron 

for this fast paced, entertaining and memorable 

program, one hour in length, that teaches the 

ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ŎǊƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 

world.  

House of Mondavi 

March 4, 2010 Cedar 

House Sport Hotel 

Wine tasting at 5:30 

program begins at 6:30 

The Mondavi family of 

Napa Valley was to the 

American wine trade what the Kennedys were 

to American politics ς a family of remarkable 

vision and drive whose fascinating ascent was 

matched only by its devastating collapse.  

The House of Mondavi, written by Julie Flynn 

Siler, is a searing examination of four 

generations of Mondavis, showing how they 

ōǳƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƭŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǇǊŜŜƳƛƴŜƴǘ 

wine empires and how greed, bitterness and 

sibling rivalry destroyed 

much of what they had 

created. Join us for an 

evening with Julie 

followed by a tasting of 

Mondavi wine.  

 

 

Wall of White: The True Story of Heroism 
and Survival in the Face of a Deadly 
Avalanche  

 

March 11, 2010/Extraordinary Locals Resort at 

Squaw Creek 

Bar opens at 5:30 

program begins at 6:00. 

The true story of 

Heroism and Survival in 

the Face of a Deadly 

Avalanche. 

Calling to mind t he 

literary classics Into Thin Air and The Perfect 

Storm, A Wall of White is a gripping tale of man 

vs. nature. 

 With the gasping suspense of a death-defying 

thriller, Jennifer Woodlief chronicles the once-

in-a-century cataclysmic event that claimed 

seven lives, tested the mettle of a rowdy but 

resolute team of rescue workers and  



 
 

 

 

ultimately proved a tale of triumph over death 

with the rescue of Anna Conrad, a young 

woman saved after five harrowing days spent 

buried alive under the snow. Masterfully 

recounted by Woodlief, A Wall of White is an 

unparalleled look at one of the largest and most 

destructive avalanche disasters in U.S. history. 

 

My Journey as a 

Writer τ Being a 

Writer in Two 

Worlds 

March 26, 

2010/Beyond Borders 

 Resort at Squaw 

Creek 

Bar opens at 6:00 program begins at 7:00 

The summer of 1972, before Ying Chang 

Compenstine turned nine, danger began 

knocking on doors all over China.      

Ying will share her journey of 

writing her highly praised, 29-

award winning novel "Revolution 

Is Not a Dinner Party" which is 

based on her life growing up in 

China. She will also talk about the 

process of writing άA Banquet for 

Hungry Ghostsέ.  

 Ying will give a slide show showing the 

locations where the stories took place, and  

 

 

the people who inspired the characters in her 

books. She will explain how she used food as a 

metaphor, and why she organized άBanquetέ as 

a menu for a Chinese banquet, featuring eight 

ghost stories, each supplemented by a recipe.  

 

Feature Event 

Squaw Valley Institute Presents:  Humanitarian 

and author Khaled Hosseini 

April 10, 2010/Afghanistan 

 Resort at Squaw Creek 

Doors open at 6:00 PM program begins at 7:30 

With Afghanistan 

continuing to be 

an important and 

delicate issue for 

the United States, 

this Feature Event 

ǿƛǘƘ ōŜǎǘǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ YƛǘŜ wǳƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

! ¢ƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ {ǇƭŜƴŘƛŘ {ǳƴǎΣέ Khaled Hosseini is 

both timely and topical. The speaking 

engagement will give the audience a chance to 

hear Hosseini's witty insights into his bestselling 

books, his personal understanding of the 

situation in Afghanistan, and his experience as a 

goodwill envoy to the United Nations Refugee 

Agency.  He will also discuss the humanitarian 

work he is doing with the Khaled Hosseini 

Foundation.  

 



 
 

 

Invisible Children Documentary and Panel 

Discussion 

April 29, 2010/Beyond Borders 

 Resort at Squaw Creek 

Bar opens at 5:30 program begins at 6:00 

In the spring of 2003, three young filmmakers 

traveled to Africa in search of a story. What 

started out as a 

filmmaking adventure 

transformed into much 

more when these boys 

from Southern California 

discovered the untold 

tragedy of Uganda. 

This tragedy revolves around Africa's longest 

running war, where children have become the 

victims and the weapons. Rebel armies have 

been abducting children and using them as 

troops while they wage war against the 

Ugandan government. This originally caused the 

children to night commute, or walk miles 

nightly to avoid these troops. It is estimated 

that 90% of the LRA is abducted children. The 

film tells their story. 

Tapped the 

Film 

May, 2010/Film 

Series  

Resort at Squaw 

Creek 

Doors open at 7:30 program begins at 8:00  

 

From the producers of "Who Killed the Electric 

Car" and "I.O.U.S.A.", this timely documentary 

is a behind-the-scenes look into the 

unregulated and unseen world of an industry 

that aims to privatize and sell back the one 

resource that ought never to become a 

commodity: our water. 

From the plastic production to the ocean in 
which so many of these bottles end up, this 
inspiring documentary trails the path of the 
bottled water industry and the communities 
which were the unwitting chips on the table. A 
powerful portrait of the lives affected by the 
bottled water industry, this revelatory film 
features those caught at the intersection of big 
business and the public's right to water. 

Across Russia on the Trans-Siberian 

Railroad  

May 6, 2010 

 Resort at Squaw Creek 

Bar Opens at 6:30 program begins at 7:00 

Join Bill Fink as he 

talks about his journey 

on a trip on the Trans-

Siberian Railroad and 

traces the last czar's 

final journey. 

 

 

 

 




